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1.—Forricx Poutrics, == : anit 


ern ary has the following :—~ ” AL Poxen, 
Al-Punch of the 11th Febru ft Anglo-Indian press falsely’ stated that, in. Fes 11, 1008. 
Casualties in the frontier cam- the frontier expedition the Government's loss was 
paign. heavy. If : — Ee had Biogns a ran | 
ave been either hanged or transpo or life. Under — 
peo pete lyin ask, did the Anglo-Indian press make the statement ? 
We see that, from the commencement of the campaign till the 24th Jamt 
last the English casualties were only 460 killed and 1,377 wounded. Now, what 
is this compared with the loss .on the enemy's side? Our troops have inflicted 
a severe chastisement on the tribes. They collected in heaps the dead bodies 
of the tribesmcn. The latter, moreover, lost severely not only in men, but also 
in property. Their farm-yards and all their sangars have been blown up. 
Our troops have completely ruined men like Mulla Syed Akbar and Mulla 
Nujuddin of Hudda, who are now begging from door to door. These two 
Mullas are sometimes addressing the people of Kabul to help them, and some- 
times, their own followers, who give them a sound thrashing and say that it is 
useless for them to make a second attempt when they failed in the first. What 
more loss can be sustained by a people? Do you want to see the tribesmen 
killed to the last man? They will be killed to the last man if another expedi- 
tion is sent against them. 
2, The Bangavasi of the 12th February publishes th8 letter of a travelling —Banoavast, 
correspondent, in which is given the report of a _ Feb. 12th, 1898. 
F angen testimony to Afridi Oonversation between the correspondent and a : : 
— European officer returning from the scene of action 
in the North-Western frontier. ‘The officer vividly describes the insurmount- 
able difficulties and the almost indescribable sufferings to which the British 
troops are put in their expedition against the frontier tribes, and eulogi 
Afridi valour. The Afridi is a hardy soldier and a crafty enemy. He is a 
sharp-shooter, and can shoot with unerring precision from a distance of twelve 
hundred feet. He is very clever and is a past-master in the art of guerilla 
warfare. It is a difficult affaiy to conquer such an enemy. cl 


3. The Sanjivant of the 12th February says:— SANJIVANT, 


The Afridis area nation of heroes. Heroes _ Feb. 12th, 1898. 
PP gata of State and the only know how to respect heroes. The Govern- 
meit of India had decided to punish the Afridis after 
their conquest, by making them pay fines and surrender their arms. The Secre- 
tary of State has, however, ruled that this policy should not be adopted, although - 
restrictions should be put upon the purchase of ammunition, &c., by the 
Afridis, Lord George Hamilton has further declared that the Government 
should not increase their responsibility by annexing tracts which are not neces- 
sary in the defence of the Empire. It gives us pleasure to notice these 
views of the Secretary of State. Government’s military officers were just 
making preparations for the conquest of the whole Afridi country, thinking of 
the peanere of a spring campaign, and hoping to reduce the brave Afridis to the © 
Condition of the disarmed Bengalis, who are the play-things of dogs and 
pesele when all their rising hopes are nipped in the bud. The Secretary of 
tate has acted really like a wise statesman, He has counselled the Govern- 


ment of India to win the Afridi : 
guard the Khyber of ridis over by confidence, and allow them again to 


4. The Datnik-o nie cae es of the 13th y OeUey sae SAP that | Damnix-o-Sauacnan 
The Government's frontier ralicy ere has been a change in the Government’s frontier anDAlEA, 
pe hi - 8 frontier policy ° p oli cy. A poueiliitery tone perv ad es th e S e cretary , Feb. 18th, 1888. 
: e's recent despatch on the frontier war, and Lord Salisbury sang in the 
an ts ow key in the ouse Of Lords, ‘here is little doubt that this change in 
. R overnments frontier policy is due to the aggressive attitude of the Liberal 
he 4 b A superficial reading of Lord Salisbury’s speech would lead one to 
a : re his frontier policy had all of a sudden undergone a material. change; 
ri SS @ the speech between the lines and you will perceive a vein of diplomacy 
4 foothold it, His Lordship said that the Kritish Government must maintain 
keeni; old in those places in the frontier, which should be kept for the sake of 
ping the treaties intact. This is certainly a far-reaching statement. The. 


ea 
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wt | LSS | le 
ritish Government has entered into treaties with mans Statss—with A . 
9 Khelat, Chitral, Nipal and bhutan. The. word. ‘ resp onsibility ’ ag 
far-reaching definitiun, and Lord Salisbury’s stateme nt admits of a far-reaching 
_tnte retation. , — ; ae es / ; 48 at a0 
‘he Secretary of State’s despatch wes evidently written before the Shinks. 
mar disaster took place, and it is said that if would not have-been couched in a 
conciliatory tone if the news of the disaster had teached Lord George Hamilton’, | 
ears when he was drafting it. Lord Salisbury, however, delivered his speech 
after the Shinkamar disaster took place, and the absence of a rancorous tong 
/ in that sp eech shows that, in his Lordship’s opinion, the authorities here are to 
blame for it. ‘That this is the’case is shown further by the Secretary of State’s 
refusal to sanction certain repressive measures’ proposed by the Government of 
India, | a : 


TIl.—Home ApMintstRATION. | : 
(a)— Police, — 


Hitavapl, 5. The Hitavadi of the 11th February says that about 70 dacoits, armed 
_—— ft  * with swords and guns, committed ‘a dacoity, on the 
EB songs Poorly village in the 17th January last, at the house of Rakhdldas Sarkar 
‘ | . of the village of Gosaldihi in the Birbhum district, 
They carried away property worth nearly 4 thousand rupees, and set fire to 
the house. The dacart ave not yet been traced. | fo bt A 
Pag stger 6. The Sanjivani ot the 12th February publishes a letter from a corre- 
owas ondent at Siyarbar, a-village in the Narail Sub- 
| ivision of the Jessore district, reporting a noon-day 
murder on the Ist Magh last. The deceased was coming home after bath, when 
three men sprang upon him from an ambuscade and struck him so mercilessly 
with Jathies as to kill him.on the spot. In noticing this murder, the Sanjiwant says 
that, within the last ten years, three murders were committed in the village, but 
not one of the culprits was apprehended, and that the village and the neighboar- 
_ hood are infested by 9 band of 62dmashes, who ply their nefarious trade under the 
protection of certain influeatial residents. cer f ; 
3 ‘ " i 
| (6)— Working of the Courts. 
Airavint, 7. The Hitavadi of the 11th February writes:— | Hee tee 
Fob. 11th, 1898. = Theo drama of the trial of Damodar Chapekar 
is. atanend. Damodar has been convicted of the 
murder of Mr. Rand and sentenced to hanging. A few days and ‘the curtain 
will fall on the scene of his life. But unfortunately, we have not yet succeeded 
in comprehending the matter, We have never witnessed such a trial or such 
aN occurrence. | 3 ! seen ee 
Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst were murdered, and the murder was. 
followed by the oppression of Poona Brahmans, by the appointment of 
unitive police, by the arrest of the Natus, and by the prosecution of Tilak. 
hen at last the excitement had subsided, Damodar surrendered himself into 
the hands of the police and confessed himself as the murderer. : 
Damodar said at the Sessions that Mr. Bruin, of the Bombay Police; had 
deceived him by promising that he would be only sentenced to transportation 
and released after five years, that an allowance would be settled on his wife, and. 
that his two brothers would be provided for. No one, moreover, saw Damodar 
commit the murder. The Magistrate, who recorded his confession, understood 
his Marathi speech, although he caunot write Marathi. The jury, at first, 
declared that there was no proof of Damodar being guilty of murder, but, 
after an explanation by the ji udge, declared him guilty. — = 
_ We are not also sure that Damodar is not a man of unsound mind. He 3 
now proposing to bring an idol into jail, and anon writing there an auto- 
biography. We have not comprehended anything of this huge affair. We 
have only seen bustle and stir, but have not comprehended the trial at all. | 
HitavVaD1 8, The same paver says :— | : | P 1 ‘i 
i ne ows, 
Silek's tal OO thee in ao patina a: the 
ie ___ _“ The trial of Mr. Tilak was a disgrace 
Indian Court, and the Privy Council shunted it on a side Ay Shesme they 
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Damodar “ hapekar’s trial. 
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urt into discredit-.and perhaps, thought that 


a ‘no the Bombay Co | 
did not like to bring the lm yd dé Mr. Tilak and his friends no harm. It is 


as i nt wo : | , 
a few months i1mprisonme should be incarcerated. I and many others, — 


‘ng scandal that, the poor men 
eke kav taken the Indian Governm 


i: Tree | | n 
SS ae he words of. a High Court Judge. What shall we say after 


ety” 
asia > Ww e need hardly say what confidence the people will have in 


4ish- justice, after the Privy Council itself has trampled upon justice for 
a po of presti ein this way. -I¢ must be very wrong of experienced 
Judges to think that a few months’ imprisonment will do Tilak no harm. 


There would have been nothing to say if haughty, senseless and shortsighted 


Eurasians had thought so.. | | | 5 ay 
a The pr paper says that in the Poona shooting case the offence 


es of the prisoner has been declared to be due to 
eo an accident, and the accused English soldier 
has been acquitted. One only has died of those who always die in consequence 
of such accidents. Wes it not then wrong to haul up an innocent. English 
soldier before a criminal court for an accident like this? ‘The family of the 
deceased man should be made to pay compensation to the English soldier for 
the trouble he has undergone. It is hoped that a Bill will soon be introduced 
in the Legislative Council to provide for the payment of compensation to 
innocent wilitary sportsmen of this type. ees 

10, The same paper says that it is a disgrace to the Magistrate and the 

sis Wake Weis eee police of Burdwan that the murderers of the Musal- 
ee ene ve man youth, who was lately murdered in a street of 


the town, could not be traced. The murdered youth remained a long time in 
hospital, and yet his dying deposition was not taken. Mr. Fisher, the District 
Magistrate did not consider the matter to be of sufficient importance. He at 
first passed orders that a Deputy Magistrate who, however, was then on leave 
should go and take the dying Sedcclion, The officer who was sent next. could 
not reach the hospital in time. Mr. Fisher states by way of an explanation :— 
‘‘T was busy with the Commissioner in seeing the treasury.” But that business 
could surely be put off when it was’ necessary to take the deposition of a 
dying man, Perhaps, ashamed of his neglect in the first instance, the 

agistrate instituted a prosecution on such evidence as was roduced by the 


police. The prosecution, however, fell through for want of evidence. The 


Magistrate spoilt the case by, his neglect in the first instance. 


11, The Furidpur Hitatshini of the 11th February says that exorbitant 
! fees are charged by, the amla of the Faridpur 


Levy of excessive fees for sup- (Collectorate for the supply of the originals of 


ly o ds i : : : ae . 
Collectorate. 7 Waridy - certified copies of papers necessary for clvil suits 
in the mufassal courts of the district, Thus a sum of 


Rs. 13-8 is charged for every record or file which has to be sent to Madaripur, 
although the actual cost, including three days’ pay for the amis, hardly exceeds 
Rs. 3-12. The result is that persons who cannot spend so much cannot place 
documentary evidence in many cases before courts, even at the risk of losing 
their rights. The naib nazir of the Faridpur Collectorate charged Rs, 30 for 
going to Pakhuria, a village only 16 miles away, while his bakshi took Rs. 15 


fora distance of 12 miles. Ono may not object to the poor amla getting 


Something, but it is a different matter when, owing to their inability to pay 
lakes illegal perquisites, poor men are prevented from defending chair. just 
12, The Samay of the 11th February concurs in the decision of the 
The trial of Damodar Chapekar. Sessions Judge of Poona in the Chapekar case. 
Pee Referring to Damodar’s statement that his con- 
ession before Mr. Hamilton was not voluntary but was made under police 
pressure, the writer observes that this is an improbable statement. Damodar’s 
— may or may not be a true statement of facts, but it is undoubted 
t it was not made under police pressure. ‘the police theory of the Poona 
martes was that they had been committed by, or with the connivance of, 
he aye natives, and if the police had made Damodar a puppet in their 
ands, they would certainly have made him support their theory. 

Moreover, Damodar ‘does not appear to be a_ fool. He is intelligent 
enough to know that the inducements which, he says, the police held out to him, 


ent to task, deserve imprisonment at least 


~UITAVADI, 
Feb. llth, 1898, 
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SaBJIVANI. 


BaNGavasl, 
F eb, 12th, 1898, 


were of an extremely visionary nature. His version, therefore, Is ‘totally 
unreliable. - 3 | q me. “ Jae i 3 | 
From whatever point of view the matter may be looked 


? 


at, Damodar 


appears to be guilty, and the decision in the case shows that he and he alone - 


was responsible for the Poona murders. | 
13. The Sanjwans of the 12th February: has the following :— | 

Babu Brajendra Nath Rai is net’ unfaniilies © our 
The Subdivisional Officer Of yoeaders. He is the same officer. who once kicked off 
a. the articles exposed for sale at a poor betel-eeller’s 
stall, We understood then that he was'too proud of his official position. ‘We 
can account for the zulm of an alien executive officer, but we cannot under. 
stand why a Bengali’s head should turn-at the sound of drums or the roar of 
rockets. — ; > AS gs oe 
14, Speaking of the —— a ae | tie sane piper says:—" 
Jt appears to us that it would be better not to place 
— ee any. a ean on his trial for the murder of a native 
when, even in the face of stron eal an English jury could return a verdict 
of “not guilty” in the case of Piper. The reports of such cases only excite 
the people, while there is noremedy for theevil. Under the. circumstances, 
it would be better to supprezs the reports of murders of natives by Europeans, - 
15. The Bangavast of the 12th February has the following on the decision 
des _ in the Burdwan murder case:— : : 
The decision in ‘the Burdwan =§ We as well as those Englishmen who afte inti- 
murder case. ; : as ae : 
_ mately acquainted with the Hindus know it very 
well that a Brahman youth, coming of a respectable family, cannot kill a fellow- 
man in a quarrel. It is, however, a pity that the police wlio are éntrusted with 
the duty of keeping the peace, of punishing the guilty and protecting the 
innocent, failed in this case to arrest those who committed a murder in thé 
midst of a crowd in the heart of Burdwan town. Failing to arrest the real 
culprit, they sent up innocent men for trial. Sir Charles Elliott’s memorable 
saying that ‘‘some one must be punished for the day’s work” seems to’ be still 
ringing in the ears of the police authorities in this country. What can we have 
to say against this? We deserve some consolation, however, from the thought 


that the accused have suffered imprisonment as a punishment for their sarma— 


for their evil doings, that is—in a previous life. We must, however, thank: the 
Government that it has given us impartial Judges, it has given us the system of 
trial by jury, and it has given us the right of defending ourselves through a 
lawyer. ‘hanks to these excellent arrangements for the administration of 
justice, the accused have been acquitted. v re 
16. Tho same paper gives the particulars of the Gaibanda case. -The 

Se incident under notice took place, not on the Saras: 

The Subdivisional 


Gaibanda. Officer of “ wati Puja day, but in the evening proseeme that 
O 


day. After giving the particulars of the incident, 


of which a summary was given in a previous issue of the paper (Report on 

Native Papers for the week ending !2th February 1898, paragraph’7), the writer 

points out certain irregularities in the procedure adopted by the ey Magis- 
re de, put 


trate. The accused were charged under section 228 of the Penal Code, but they 
were tried under section 480 of the Criminal Procedure Code. No offence, how- 


ever, which is not committed in the ;resence of the Court, can be summarily 


tried. ‘The alleged offence, we need not say, was committed outside the court 
building. When an application was made under section 526A of the Criminal 
Procedure Code the application was rejected on the ground that the case was 
not “strictly speaking, acriminal case.” In spite of this admission, however, the 
accused were convicted and punished. Here is the Deputy Magistrate's order 
on the application :— < eee pe 

“Tbe accused are being tried under the summary procedure, under section 
480, Criminal Procedure Code, of an offence committed under section 228, 
Indian Penal Code, within the Court’s hearing, and no; for disobeying orders 
Having been interrupted in the discharge of my duties in judicial proceedings 


I took naturally an interest to put a stop to that interruption, and as this is not, 


strictly speaking, a criminal case, I do not think section 526, Criminal Procedure 


Code, applies. ‘he application is refused. I am bound to finish the case before 
rising, under section 480, Criminal Procedure Code. Ses 
B. N. Ray, 


The 25th January 1898. Subdivisional Magistrate. 
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* e ol judgment :— pst or ce mS 
Here is the Deputy Magistrate's jud £38 ee 
| Empress ver eee Bids, Kefait. Noa, Bhramar, oe ahs 


Baran, Fulchand, 3 J 
: _ Mahim, Chand and Sealu. 

| he d ers above-tiamed began beatin | drum in the school 
sinsipnd ehjelain F the compotitid { the gubdivisional Court at 5,30 P.m.;. and 
whereas the Court then sitting and reading ev idence in the case \of sy, 
persue Chandra Mohan Dass under section 206, Criminal Procedure Code, 


« + 


sant a constable to telf the drummers to ceage beating till the Court rose, as it 


was i ting its business, and the constable came back saying that a large 
sowd gong mnnthid consisting of boys, teachers, fey ; and whereas they 
were not hearing and whereas Sub-Inspector Ravati Mohan Dey was sent to 
stop beating, came and made a statement on solewn affirmation, as recorded on 
a separate slip; and whereas thereupon a warrant was issued for the arrest of 
such drummers as did not cease beating on peremptory orders, and whereas the 
Sub-Inspector not being able to stop the crowd, the Court itself had to rise and 

with him to help him in stopping the beating of the drum, and whereas upon 
that the drummers above-named were arrested, the said drummers Have repeat- 
edly beaten drum, notwithstanding repeated remonstrances, interrupted gE 
business of the Court sitting in the execution of its judicial functions, committed 
an offence puvishable under section «29 of the Indian Penal Code, which may 
be dealt with summarily under section 480, Criminal Procedure Code, the 
drummers above-named are fined Rs. 10 each under that section and sentenced 
in default to undergo simple imprisonment for one week only. — 


B. N. Ray, 
The 26th January 1898. Subdivisional Magistrate. 


Bravo! Bravo! We thank the Government for its mercy and kindness. 
But how many public officers are there like ‘this Deputy Magistrate whom the 
Government is paying a handsome salary? To tell the truth, the Government 
has beaten the managers of the pinjrapole hollow in mercy and kindness, May 
the Government prosper! - Se aie eg ie 

17. Referring to the acquittal of Gunner Piper, the Som Prakash of the 

14th February says:— ) ae 

There is nothing new in it, for we have been 
accustomed to hearing such: accidental deaths. But may we enquire if such 
accidents or cases of rupture of the spleen take place anywhere else in the 


The case of Gunner Piper. 


Som Praxasn, 
Feb, 14th, 1898. 


world? Has God made the spleen of the unfortunate native so very tender ? 


Yes, for us everything will do. 


og ante en nee number of Inspecting Pandits in. the Bogra dis- 


Inspecting Pandits. ‘The appointment of more Musalman Inspecting Pandits 
: g Pandits 
a cond i the Musalmans, 


Inspectin 


19. th reference to the sppointment of the Superi 
A Jail officer appointed e Felloe oft Duait, to a Fellowship of the Calcutta Univers- 
of the Calcutta University. nd & correspondent of the ome the 11th 


t 


some one 
2@ qui 


technical 


_ Momn-0-S0upHakap, 


Feb, 11th, 1898. 


Ps 
a7 eel UL LLU aed 
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‘ §Sansrvam, 
Feb. 12th, 1898, 


Banaavast, 
Feb, 12th, 1896, 


Dacoa Gazerre, 
Feb. 14th, 18'8, 


Dannx-0-8amMacnan 


Feb. 16th, 1898, 


BurDwaw Sanstvant, 
Feb, Sth, 1898. 
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20, A correspondent of the Sanyivant of the 12th Febru , : says that tn 
Grant-in-aid to schools « dis-: 1896 the D istrict Board of J esgore withdrew ite 
continued ky the Jestore District Giant in-sic from 8 or 10 Middle English and High 
Board. | English schools, and a similar treatment was 
accorded to the remaining schools in November 1897 for a period of fon, 


months. This led to the submission of an application to the Chairman of the 


District Board, with the result: that the grant-in-aid has’ been stopped’ For ‘ae 
of another four months. ae ae Biiecarans 
21. With references to Mr; Percival’s transfer to the Dacca College as it 

. Principal, the Bangavasi of the 12th Februar 


Mr. Percival’s transfer. 


Dacca but a loss to the Presidency College. Students flock to the’ Presideney 
College, and pay the high fee under the impression that Science and English 
are very well taught in that: institution. This impression will be shaken FY rg 
the good Professors are transferred frum this to other colleges. 
22. Ina letter to the Daca Gazette of the 14th February, a correspondent 
hideger ve elestg otheds draws attention to a circular of the. Director ‘of 
| | ™ Public Instruction, Bengal, laying down that unless 
a candidate passes the Lower See Examination from a Lower Primary 
school, he will not be allowed to appoar nate 8 Upper. Primary school in the 
Upper: Primary Examination. This rule will seriously affect. the Upper 
Primary schools, for plies Lower Primary candidates will. no longer’ join. 
them, but go on to Middle English Schools, whence, as before, they can. stil} 
appear in the Upper Primary Examination, without having the Lower 
Primary test. The writer urges that either the circular- under notice should-be 
withdrawn, or a similar rule promulgated in respect of Middle English Schools; 
otherwise the decline of Primary schools will be inevitable. 
23. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 16th February says that the 
book-sellers of Calcutta have protested against the 


The Government grant to the aetion of the Government in continuing: its aid to 


Calcutta School-Book Society. 


the Calcutta Scheol-Book Society, on the ground 


that the subsidising of the Sociéty by Government serivusly interferes with the | 


business of private book-sellers, and because there is no longer any need: for 
the existence of the Society. The Director of Public Instruction shen 
indeed, have long ago discontinued the grant, at least, in the interes 

the trade,. The publishers of school-books should join the book-sellers in 


their protest, — 


 (e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


24. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, in its issue of the 8th 
Paes February, diseusses why the Local and District 
tee of the failure of Boards in Bengal have not been able to construct 
oruces a sufficient number of roads, and asks why these 
institutions cannot bé controlled by native: Chairmen, when the work of 
Municipalities under such Chairmen has been done so -well.. It is observed 
that the following are some of the reasons owing to which members of 


. 


Local-' Boards are: prevented from working on the Boards with ability and 


efficiency :— | aa 7 
Unlike members of District: Boards, they receive no travelling allowande, 
even though they have, in : ge Bl cases, to travel long distances in order to 
attend Local Board meetings at Subdivisional head-quarters. = .. || 
_- Unless members of . Focal Boards are able. to attend meeéfiiigs ‘in the 
séorching rays of the March sun,'at great cost and personal: discomfort, they 
fail to secure any grant for the repairs of roads in their respective jt ons 
_ There-is great. laxity on -t ¢ 


Pho the: part of the police in issuing notices 
Elections often take place at @ time when the voters, most of whom béloug’ 


to the agricultural classes, cannot leave their fields; and ‘pothaps thoy labust, 
urider the i ion that as their roads are not repaire . po when her" 


ccutzibute # sum as road-cess, their presence at elections is useless. 


a 


f 


observes that. tliis transfer willbe a guin to thé 


one 
ghly 


A 


8 
o 


350 villages, or about 11 : 
they might be, it is impossible for 


veto look to the wants of every Village wnder their jurisdiction, = 
7 See cutteepenicetl favours the idea of the establishment of Union Comn- 
mittees in latger nun‘bers, OF PE AeviB ie) 
(9)--Rathoays and communications, including canals and irrization. 

65. The Hitavadi of the 11th February learns from a contemporary thit 


a 


Hrvavanl, 


there is great delay and loss in’ the {transport of 7» 1th, 1608, 


Transport of goods bythe Assam- pods from Calcutta by the Assam-Bengal Railway. 
—— Twenty or twenty-five days before the late Durga 
Puja, a trader, named Kunjabihari Poddar, sent 20 bales of cloth by that Railway 
to the address of Chundranath Poddar of Chittagong. After 12 days, only two 
bales of cloth, to the address of Chandranath Poddar, reached the Chittagong 
station. It is said that these muddles take place at Goalundo and Chandpur. 
The Railway Company should take steps to remedy these irregularities. 


26. The Faridpur Hitashins of the 11th F yoy complains that though hemmees Bonen 


| —. . hundreds of people from opalgani, Mukshudpur, 
Wanted easy communicationsin Kashiani and other villages visit Fa 


ridpur every 


or day, and though they pay the road-cess to the 
amount of thousands of rupees, yet there is no easy communication either by 


land or by water between those places and the district head-quarters. When it 
was proposed, in 1874, to transfer Madaripur to the Faridpur district, the prone 
of Kotalipara protested against the proposal on the ground of the want of easy 
communications, and the District agistrate assured them that he would con- 
sult their convenience in this matter. Since then, the road-cess has been puncty- 
ally realized, even by the sale of houses and properties of the poor, and the: 
Public Works Cers has been considerably enhanced. .Yet the people of Madari- 
pur are where they were, and there is nothing to show that the Government 
intends giving etfect to the promise it made at the time of that transfer, = 
27. Referring to the sanction of a large grant for the re iring and con-. 
Railwhy in ‘Aisin struction of railways in Assam, the Bangavass of the. 
12th February observes that the Government oughf. 
to try its best to ameliorate the condition of the Assam people, who have of late 
suffered terribly from earthquake, instead of pushing on railway construction in. 
Assam at an enormous cost. Mr. Cotton is as pathetic and benevolent ruler, 
and he will, no doubt, consult the interests of the Assam people in this matter. 
Lie Papreme Government, too, ought to take pity upon the distressed Assam, 
e. | 
28. A Kotihadi: cérréspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 7th Acar 4 
Complaints against a registra. CO™Pplains of the high-handédness of the’ s 
tion office and a post office, as of the local registration ‘office and says, now that 
PT ee hPa Maulvi Abdul Rejak has failed to put a stop’ to this, 
© district authorities should interfere and give relief to the people. | 
- The saine correspondent complains of the unusual delay m the delivery of 
re Fes hg | reve pe fe oo The postman does not aes the village 
ess theré' be beating letters to deliver: -an j cases he comes only 
at intervals of eight std nine dave: er} even iu such ca 8 nly 


Charitable Dispeisary. 7 78°" 


care of the patients, and he h 
not contain 8 sufficient stock of 
fe, mach like to remove it elsewhere. _ 
y attend the y, and remains away at times for five ye 
g ry is kept'locked. “The Civil Burgeon of the district” 


BaNnGaV¥asl, 
Feb. 12th, 1898. 


CHarvu Miare, 
Feb. 7th, 1808. 


Cuanu Minis. 


. SanJsIvani, 
Feb. 12th, 1898, 


Banaavast, 
- Feb, 12th, 1898, 


Dacoa Gazette, 
Feb. 14th, 18£8, 


Dannx-0-8aMacHaR 


Feb. 16th, 1898, 


BURDWAN SanJivant, 
Feb, 8th, 1898. 
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20. A correspondent of the Sayivant of the 12th February says that in 


Grant-in-aid to schools: dis-: 1896 the District Board of J essore withdrew its 


continued by the Jestore District grant-in-aid from 8 or 10 Middle English and High 
Board. nglish schools, and a similar treatment wag 


accorded to the remaining schools in November 1897 for a period of four 
months. This led to the submission of an application to the Chairman of the 
District Board, with the result that the grant-in-aid has been stopped for & term 
of another four months.. | | | acs 5 Ba me 

21, With references to Mr; Percival’s transfer to the Dacca College as its 


Principal, the Bangavasi of the 12th ebruary 


Mr. Percival’s transfer. observes that. tliis transfer will be a guin to the 


Dacca but a loss to the Presidency College. Students flock to the’ Presidency 
College, and pay the high fee under the impression that Science and Engl 
are very well taught in that institution. ‘T'his impressivon will be shaken if a) 
the good Professors are transferred frum this to other colleges. 


22. Ina leiter to the Dacta Gazette of the 14th February, a correspondent 
draws attention to a circular of the Director of 
_ Public Instruction, Bengal, laying down that unless 
a candidate passes the Lower Primary Examination from a Lower Primary 
school, he will not be allowed to appearfrom any Upper Primary school in the 
Upper Primary Examination. This rule will seriously affect the Upper 
Primary schools, for plucked Lower Primary candidates will no longer join 
them, but go on to Middle English Schools, whence, as before, they can still 


A danger to Primary schools. 


appear in the Upper Primary Examination, without having passed the Lower — 


Primary test. The writer urges that either the circular under notice should-be 
withdrawn, or a similar rule promulgated in respect of Middle English Schools; 
otherwise the decline of Primary schools will be inevitable. 


23, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 16th February says that the 
— — hec-oeliors ‘, Calcutta have protested against the 
6 Government gran’ ® action of the Government in continuing: its aid to 
Celentia School-Book Society. = the Calcutta School-Book Society, on the aon 
that the subsidising of the Society by Government serivusly interferes with the 
business of private book-sellers, and because there is no longer any need: for 
the existence of the Society. The Director of Public Instruction should 
indeed, have long ago discontinued the grant, at least, in the interest o 
the trade,. The publishers of school-books should join the book-sellers in 
their protest, — 


‘ 
t 


(ce) —Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


24. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvani, in its issue of the 8th 

| February, discusses why the Local and District 

ot Boards, of’ the failure of Boards in Bengal have not been able to construct 
aoe a sufficient number of roads, and asks why these 
institutions cannot bé controlled by native Chairmen, when the work of 
Municipalities under such Chairmen has been done so well. It is observed 
that the following are some of the reasons owing to which members of 
Local: Boards are prevented from working on the Boards with ability and 


as Hay ates wor Ts 
Unlike members of District: Boards, they’ receive no travelling allowanée, 


even though they have, in many cases, to travel long distances in order to” 


attend Local Board meetings at Subdivisional head-quarters. peared, 
Unless members of Local Boards are able. to attend meééfitigs ‘in the 
seorching rays: of the March sun,'at great cost and personal. discomfort, they 
fail to secure any grant for the repairs of roads in their respective jurisdietions 
There is great laxity on -the. part of. the police in issuing notices. of 


ons, | i 
Elections often take place at @ time when the voters, most of whom belong 
to the agricultural classes, cannot leave their fields; and, perhaps, they labour 
urider the impression that.as their roads are not re sired, even when ther 
contribute a large sum as road-cess, their presence at elections is useless. 


& 
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— 
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The nutnber of meiibers is 80 8 


over the areas they are ers for thana Dhaniakhali in the Hooghl 
ev * ga’ alacted members for thané Dhaniakhali in the Hooghly 
nominated. and poh a topeeneat 350 villages, or about 116’ villages each, 


Bowers? athe dutiful and painstaking they might be, it is impossible for 


- adhe ca Mb Ae wants of every Village under their jurisdiction. se 
them to look to the ng 14 the idea et the establishment of Union Com- 
The correspondent favou oi of Lboak x 
mittees in latger nun‘bers, to the exclusion of Boards. ak Seas 

(7)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrization. 
95 ‘The Hitavadi of the 11th February learns from a contemporary that 
ee there is great delay and loss in’ the transport of 
Transport cf goods by the Assam- poods from Calcutta by the Assam-Bengal Railway. 
as Twenty or twenty-five days before the late Durga 
Puja, a trader, named Kunjabihari Poddar, sent 20 bales of cloth by that Railway 
to the address of Chandranath Poddar of Chittagong. After 12 days, only two 
bales of cloth, to the address of Chandranath Poddar, reached the Chittagoig 
station. It is said that these muddles take place at Goalundo and Chandpur. 
The Railway Company should take steps to remedy these irregularities. 
26. The Faridpur Hitashini of the 11th F psig complains that though 
, ee hundreds of people from Gopalganj, Mukshudpur, 
Wanted easy communicationsin Kashiani and other villages visit Faridpur every 
— _ day, and though they pay the road-cess to the 
amount of thousands of rupees, yet there is no easy communication either b 
land or by water between those places and the district head-quarters. When it 
was proposed, in 1874, to transfer Madaripur to the Faridpur district, the people 
of Kotalipara protested against the proposal on the ground of the want of easy 
communications, and the District Magistrate assured them that he would con- 
sult their convenience in this matter. Since then, the road-cess has been punctu- 
ally realized, even by the sale of houses and properties of the poor, and the’ 
Public Works Cess has been considerably adenkaad Yet the people of Madari- 
pur are where they were, and there is nothing to show that the Government 
intends giving etiect to the promise it made at the time of that transfer. __ 
27. Referring to the sanction of a large grant for the repairing and con-. 
tiiedin is ‘Misia struction of railways in Assam, the Bangavass of the 
—— 12th February observes that the Government ought 
to try its best to ameliorate the condition of the Assam people, who have of late 
suffered terribly from earthquake, instead of pushing on railway construction in 
Assam at an enormous cost. Mr. Cotton is a pathetic and benevolent ruler, 
and he will, no doubt, consult the interests of the Assam people in this matter. 
The Supreme Government, too, ought to take pity upon the distressed Assam 


people. 


(1) — General. | 

28. A Kotihadi eérréspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 7th Februa 

complains of the high-handedness of the’ st 
of 6 local registration ‘off . and says, now er 
ne ae aulvi Abdul Rejak has failed to put a stop‘ to this, 
the district authorities should interfere and x ay relief to the people. A é 
Me The same -co¥respondent complains of the unusual delay in the wae of 
1 Posen bs 3 ermag Faved Office. The postman does not visit the vil age 
at inbervale of dae 28 bi , (the oanver - even ae such cases he commas 0 y 
29. A correspondent of the same paper gays that the Pingana Charitable 
Mismanegement of the Pingans Dispensary isina bad way. The number of patients 
Charitable Dispensary. 18 not as large here as in neighbouring dispeusaries, 
care of the nat: because the medical officer in charge does not ‘take 
Bot centase patients, and he has been heard to declare that the dispensary dies 
very nine pre stock of fresh medicines, and that the ay aed would 
ch ike to remove it elsewhere. Then, again, the doctor does not regu- 


larly attend the , ~ae in, 10€8 NOt reg 
her, whea the d; nsary, and remains away at times for five or six days 


Complaints against a r ist . 
He and a <n office, — 


; 


malt that they ¢aiinot possibly keep an eye 
' Hire cupposed to represent. Thud thete are only one 


ensary is kept'locked. “The Civil Surgeon of the district” 


HrravaDl, 
Feb. llth, 1892, 


FaARIDPUR H1rTasHine, 


_ Feb. 11th, 1898, 


BanGavasi, 
Feb. 12th, 1898. 


CHarkv Mare, 
Feb. 7th, 1898. 


Czanvu Mins. 


’ 
aii te ee ee ee pw : * 


Bawzvrna Danray, 
Ped. Sth, 1808. 


Bawzuna Dasran. 


PraTika®, 
Feb 11th, 1898. 


Brvavand!, 
Feb. llth, 1898. 


Chittagong. 


(164). 


me away very dissatisfied with the state of things; he found many irragn. 
taritiee, which should be remedied at once. The stock ledger is ga 
regularly, and itis a matter of speculation if the stock of medicines in 
dispensary has been spent in the treatment of the doctor’s private patients. 
30, “The Bankura Darpan of the 8th February has the following:— __ 
The best way to prevent an outbreak of plagne 
in Bengal is to improve the general health of the 
country, and to attain that object, it is pre-eminently necessary to improve its 
water-supply. For this purpose, tanks and wells should be dug, and canals cut all 
over the country. Roads, streets and homesteads should be kept clean, and filthy 
tanks should be de-watered. The eatingof coarse and indigestible food should be 
prohibited and keeping up nights should in all cases be avoided. In enforcing 
conservancy measures, however, it should be considered whether cowdung is or 
is not a disinfectant. If it is, people should not be prevented from besmesring 


Plegue prevention in Bengal. 


their huts with cowdung. To tell the truth, poverty is, in most cases, the cause 


of epidemics, and great care should be taken in improving the general health of 
the poor in the country. ? ) ae : 
81. The same paper writes that Mr. Geake, the District Judgeof Bankura, 
The transfer of the District Who is going to be transferred to Darbhanga, hag 
Judge and the District Magistrate made himself very popular. He is not a native. 
of Bankurs. hater, and is a just and competent Judge. Mr. 
Manisty, the District Magistrate, who is going to be made Commissioner of 
Chittagong gave proofs of his love for the people during the last famine. 
82. The Sansodhini of the 9th February praises Mr. Anderson for the 
Mr. Anderson in the distress in generosity with 


which he. is distributing relief to 


supply of boats to the medical men has also been a eo A good act on his part. _ 
33. The same paper urges Mr. Anderson and Mr. Phillimore, Magistrate 
More relief necessary in Chitta- aud Assistant Magistrate, respectively of Chittagong, 
gong. in view-of the approaching rainy season, to help those 


indigent people who have not been able to reconstruct their huts after the late 


cyclone and flood. All well-to-do people having already reconstructed their 
dwellings, it will not be difficult to single out those who are in réal need. 
The distribution of relief through the agency of an overworked class of 
officers like the khas tahsildars, has prevented the work from being carried on 
satisfactorily. Two such tahsildars should be relieved of their other duties and 
deputed solely to relief work. 
34. The Pratkar of the 11th February hopes that now that the Govern- 
es ae ae a ment has been convinced of the absence of any 
tisk ned the Mata brothers. conspiracy in Poona, it will kindly release the Natu 


brothers and Mr. Tilak. The release of Mr. Tilak 
will earn for the British Government a name for generosity and devotion to 


truth, not only among Indians but among men of feeling everywhere. _ 
35. The Hitavadi of the 11th February says that Mr. R. C. Dutt latel 
iii iaaeiii wrote that ‘‘a scheme to re-impose tolls on roa 


; and to levy taxes on marriages is now under 
the consideration of the Bengal Government.” It is no wonder that such 8 


statement coming from one who lately held a high post under Government 

should increase the anxiety of the people. Government is mistaken if it thinks 

that a toll on roads and a marriage tax will not prove oppressive. One would 

be astonished to learn how large a number of people in this country live upon 

half rations, and are indebted to the money-lenders. : 
Marriage isa compulsory and religious institution in this country. It 1s 

pe very expensive among those who have to purchase brides for them- 

ives. : : 

Why then put your foot.on the neck of the poor? If you must kill, kill 
#lephants and not gnats. If Government is in a financial difficulty, let it impose 
a duty on the imports from Manchester, or retrench its expenditure on war, 
hill exodus, and exchange eompensation, | ba 

36. The Samay of the February observes that the Gove: 

ice aaa bs motive in taking measures to stamp out $ 
ihe isst _ 38 no doubt poe rics we but the ee - 
entrusted with the carrying out of the measures, and the mapner in which these 


ru ee 


4 * - ih ie Hiab PN i Dative 4 
“Te ae Degas = ee t 
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the cyclone-stricken people of Chittagong. The | 


a— at ae eet aot FR ,. ~ Pe 


_ people are concerned, very undesirable consequences. 


/ 
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le. 


} voke protest and opposition from the people 
ey eda poe | 7a aa ‘ dfrectl ‘responsible for the finite and 


shortcomings of its officers, but-it is nevertheless held indirectly answerable for 


ir highhanded and opp 
coal to the complaints of th 


igning Anglo- 
oat aabng benevolent measures not, infrequently pr 


1 


e suffering public, but/ unfortunately misgu 
luce, so far as the 


‘noliey of segregation has become @ source of great | tot 
Fd om ng wi O pose bear the sight of their wives and daughters being 
forcibly taken to the segregation camps.by Goyernment officers. Cannot the 


Government see its way to giving effect to Dr. Bircar’s suggestions regarding — 


segregation, and thereby materially modify the ——s ot the plague 
. : : | He eee 
ir ok easel of the Mthir-o-Sudhaker of the 11th February draws 

a | attention to the necessity of employing a larger 

Two Masalman officers of Jes- J ymber of Musalman officers in the Jessore district, 
a the population of which consists of 1,200,000 Musal- 
mans, only half that number being Hindus. The new Deputy Magistrate of 
Jessore, Maulvi Abdul Majid, has given great satisfaction to the Musalman 
community of the place by the ‘suavity of his manners, and it is hoped that 
Government will keep him long at the station. | } 

The Musalman Special Sub-Registrar of Jessore, Maulvi Abdus Salam, also, 
has won the golden opinion of everybody by his despatch) of business and by 
checking every abuse formerly prevailing in the office. Government should 
see its way to promoting a deserving officer like him. : eee 

38. The same paper says that Sir Alezander Mackenzie’s Bankipore 
speech has re-assured the people, not. only of Ban- 
kipore, but of the whole province. The people of 
all Bengal have now been satisfied that they have 
nothing to fear from the Plague Regulations. Sir Alexander’s frankness:at 
Bankipore was worthy of his position as the father of his subjects. His 
Honour has also promised to see that the Plague Regulations are carried into 
operation smoothly, and without causing any oppression. © , ee 

39. The same paper heartily thanks Mr. Cotton, Chief Commissioner of 
Assam, for his kindness towards coolies who have 
lost their employment in tea-gardens and wander 
about the country in a forlorn condition. The 


Sir Alexander Mackenzie's Ban- 
kipore speech. 


Shelter for Assam coolies out of 
employ. 


ressive acts. It behoves the Government to pay 


/ 


Indians, it turns a deaf ear to the © sayy complaints, 


eat hardship to the 


/ 
/ 


/ 
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Mrinmn-0-Sopsaxar, 
| Feb. 11th, 1898, 
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Chief Commissioner’s proposal to provide shelter and medical aid for these poor — 


creatures shows that his heart has melted at the sight of their misery. 
40, T’he Sanjivani of the 12th February likens the Government of India to 


tenants slien am Le who spends very little for food but a good 


diture. deal on dress and finery, inasmuch as while it has 


| stopped all good works, it has just sanctioned a 
crore and fifteen lakhs for the construction of barracks, forts and strategical 
railways during the year 1898-99. | : 

_ 41. The same paper says:—‘‘It is foolish to enquire who is to bear 
The cost of the frontier opera. tH Cost of the frontier war. The Government of 
tions. India has to contribute towards the maintenance 
English officers ; _  Ofan Ambassador in China, and to pay for the 
vv ) officers in Persia and Arabia. ‘The English Government proclaims-war 
a _ in its Own inierest, and yet India has to contribute towards the cost 
whi , + — War. When, therefore, India is screwed for purposes with 
- : a8 no immediate or remote concern, there can be no doubt that it will 
the reas bear the burden of the war on its frontiers. The country of 
taing : wis 18 no integral pari of Irdia. Impassable and inaccessible moun- 
aap strong hill torrents, and frowning fortresses have rendered it impossible 
“a Bs Higa to reach India on the west, so that it matters very little to India 
frontier b a Tirah, Malakand, or Swat may be. The war on the 
peopl a8 been undertaken in the interest of the English Government; and 

pie were thinking that that Government should bear the cost. Indeed, in the 


Sansivant, 
Feb, 12th, 1898. 


SaNJIVANI. 


hard of a speech at Bristol in November last, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, declared that if 


: did not pay for the fron- 
tier war in full, it would at least pay tortion of the oost 


a portion of the cost. On the 19th 
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J anuary 1898; however, he said, in another:speech,'that India’s financial condi. 


tion having much improved, there was no longer any necessity of England 
helping her in connection with the Frontier Wer. » Further on, Sir Michael 
cbeorved—'There was nothing more dangerous than that ‘Parliament: shoul 
vote the money of the tax-payers of the Utited ee to aid the necessitiog 
of portions of the Empire which were not:subject to Parliament in their admin. 
istration or in their finance, and thus impose. eo tax-payers .of . the 
United Kingdom, through their representatives in. Parliament, responsibilities 
which these representatives had not themselves incurred.” : This is the princi- 


ple which Sir Michael Hicks-Beach inculcates, ‘but»is the principle followed 


when the Government of India spends the money: of the millions of India? The 


‘Sultan of Turkey Visits ro nd, and the people-of that country entertain and 


amuse him at great cost; India has to contribute towards the cost of thess 
entertainments. The Shah of Persia and the son of the Ameer of Kabul were 


invited to England by the Enclish ple, and & mint. of money had to be 


expended for their reception, which the Government of India was made to pa 


Now, was this money spent with the sanction of the Government of India? T 6 


Government carried on vars in Abyssinia, Egypt and Ashanti, and though the 
Government of India protested, a portion of the cost of these wars was realized 


from it aguinst its wishes. Then, again, military authorities in England take 


several crores of rupees annually from India, and yet the: Government of India 
has no control over the expenditure of this sum of money. - Where then does Sir 


‘Michael’s principle come in, in all these cases? Are-weto'take it that the true 
principle is that the English ‘Government, will take any amount it likes from 
‘the slender purse of the Indian, but will not contribute anything towards -the 


cost of any war which India might undertake in itsown interest. The'oy- 
ernment of India spends our money as it likes best. The:very few elected 
members we have in the Legislative Councils have no control over Indian 


‘finances. The money raised by the Indian is being spent, at their sweet will, 


by a handful of European officers, over whose actions he has no control, 
‘In this case, too, Sir Michael’s policy is nowhere.~ It is only when India 
‘is to be paid anything that,this sort of plea is brought forward. — 
42. The same paper ‘has the following.— i 

‘There was a rumour that the Hon’ble Mr. 
_ Appointment of retired European Stevens, after retiring from the service, would 
officers to Ward’s estates. accept the Managership of the Hutwa Raj. 
: 2 _ But having officiated for a few months as Liev- 


tenant-Governor of Bengal, Mr. Stevens can no longer join the Hutwa 


5 aay for which Mr, Alexander Markham, the retired District Judge of 
Meerut, has now been selected, If retired Civil Servants are thus pitchforked 
into the mansgement of private ostates, it would be doing injustice to the children 
of the soil. Itis again humiliating to Civilians to accept such appointments, — 
While the Government, on its part should not re-appoint officers in any capacity 
when once they have been declared to be unfit for service, and, therefore, ae 
sioned off. So long appointments under the Court of Wards were being held 
chiefly by the Indians, but now they are being offered to Europeans instead. 
This will simply mean that all the higher appointments in the land will become 
the monopoly of the Civilians, and every door to preferment will be closed to 
the Indians. This will naturally create dissatisfaction in the mind of the 
people, which cannot be good for the rulers: ee ee 
_ 43—«Referring to Mr. Chamberlain’s speech anené the sugar indastry 
res oy _ Of the West Indies, the same paper ge ane 

favour” et festice, mob sIndia ‘is very well fitted for the | 

ie of sugar, and the Indian sugarcane ‘isof so fines 
guality that India can supply the world’s sugar. But the competition of ‘cheap 
foreign sugaris telling upon the sugar industry of this country, and many dealers 
have already been ruined. It isa fact that the centres of. sugar industry in 
Bengal have all lost theirimportance. ‘The prospect of the poverty of two lakhs 
of Englishmen in Jamaica, now engaged in the manufacture of sugar, has induced 
‘the English Government to help them with a crore-and-a-half; but it does not 
Sppear to have attracted any notice thet, in India, the decadence of the sugar 
‘Tudustry has impoverished, not two, but twenty lakhs of people. No hoya 
Commission has been appointed to enquire into their condition, nor has the 


( wr) 
Government come forward with an hel and the ramlt ia that | 
an so eg | he re sever ony of yrigat Svtlee oat ra po = so important 
- Mr. amberlain says that ‘ever ‘country - shor Nee ecateige ss 


Cl 


produce the article for which it is best i pepe Pea 
country, and there is no limit to its capacity. in praie y salt: produ 
it supplies the whole of Asia with salt, its sbsek old nob te Indeed, ev 
to promote the interests of the European salt m Bae be exhausted, But 
= allowed to produce the article to any ‘hee ext B the Indians are 
: ae the Government in respect of Jamaica teens _ 80 the principle 
The Indian 1 h “ “a ae apply saa raat 
‘ oom a ° es BAIR, COE 
cloths, and lakhs of Indian ge ella Sing. to the import of English 
beggars. Our Government, however, has en reduced to the position of 
in this country by espousing the cause rs ut down the manufacture of cl n 
Indian weavers are skiiful, and therwate I de sh weavers. India grows c rm 
pi a ieeat eaeeas eet eaten 
eee, acids and chemi rej as ruined the industry. 
oe be produced. here "dada, the. Bengal Ch arr though: they 
the ’ overnment y civng Gn bs ie abcd . sufficient prea Teanga pr 
n ancient tim apenas UMA: .3 fh cctiaa Gane oe 
Papacy oe ape mePeliah end Gem was @ large indu otry:in Indie: ng 
+ san Gio died out. The Governinedh d ve race of paper inies 
pe i hk gi. ct of the poverty: of t id not raise ‘a finger ‘to sa : 
great anxiety, and it has dectd erty. of two lakhs of West Indians h ee 
do'not. pray for, this so ided to héip them with a ‘crore. as caused it 
eistice: The wenoy i P che favour. We shall-be a ites ae . Wo 
owever, that we have no ne belongs.io us. . We abe ‘get simple 
—_ to encourage any In a “ind — pee , nor do we ask the G i 
at, instead of pur - ustry with. it. es PLY TST ra overn- 
ernie ot caulk tas fin, Manan ~~ be had in India cag on = 
overnment inju . g:and. nother j: oe er” 
Nobody: asks amcor oeesy ae in the interests of English ps Aa -_ 
compete with . ioe courage thi <i 8 | acturers. 
the produce of Batbey — but it is to be ced ae it = de Pipa 
apan is makin , +3 .. fis ) € " uty = 
of that countr g gigantic strides towards f ) oo 
a thorough uate out Japanese youths to “bh i 1 ves The Government 
ment to do anys rig = science and arts. No In at or pene give them 
40 any such ing. What i ‘aay 0. ian asks the ‘British 
employ in its servi ~ at 1s wanted is that th Govern- 
ye eatin ice such Indian youths ash the Government should 
Mitra or Babu | cost. It would, indeed ave received .a scientific educa- 
eg Benwasi 1c) Chandi eed, have been just if Dr. Sasi uca- 
given appointments i 0 Jhaudhuri, who have mas red:Z iol bape 9m onery 
TE Bg 8 In connection. with the M mastered Zoology, had been 
desin thonsh Bike Me a ee naseth..: Intense Gia) aru 
when any vacancy . te speak 
oe hina s . Babu Sasibhusan Bose ni, , “ed y vacancy occurs here 
Indian ceived no sort of en others have taken degrees in Geol : 
youths have | ncouragement from the .Coverhmer cology; 
Government. bri ve also qualified the om. the .Government.. Man 
. alified themselves as Doctors: st rae gag A 
eoremnment brings out young and in exper: etore:of Medicine, but 
dia Boecinan, en od et enn 
Dietribut; ae pede rat orig 4th Febru ‘ tha Pr A hea an 
the cos ane of pension through — well be ata eager jp peace ae Bow PRAKASH, 
. we ba 4 BE ded the -post office instead. of: ers ; pensions Feb. 14th, 1898, 
ai inconvenience on poo treasuries or sub-treasuri whidh wing them from 
The other da h or old men in. receipt. of ltt ets entatls great ‘cost 
though it. was a le io pensioners siani to kucegsd th cor agent reece st 
at y res on account a : the Subdivisional Officer’ Fee - a that, 
| press of crimi . Th. -not do.an 
ing shed pb = the oldest of aos ¢ ope ‘Eile. tires pellec ce 
: ~ Radh north Bo bro pete of having t 4 " yas recog 94 weakest, 
led, at ) » AN O. . 1An, 3 a ee for ‘his pension. 
poutida from, Iohete Merine pene e Montiel is Oe ‘district, 
rowing infirmit choba-Mondlai Post Off ayley for permission to. draw his 
7: His upplleition var mise col We vol his old age and 
granted, and he lived another 8 or 10 
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ears to bless Sir Steuart Bayley. If arrangements were made for the. 
Jistribution of pensions through the agency of the post office, to old: and 


infirm people, any additional cost that might be entailed thereby would be . 
gladly aad by the pensioners. In tho Panjab, a similar rule obtains in respect 
of military pensioners. — es 3 


45. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 15th February approves of the 


Plequs provention in Bengal. tom Regulations, recently issued y ir Alexander 


nzie, and prays to God that Bengal may be 
spared the dire visitation. But if the plague should come, Sir Alexander’s 


regulations would surely prevent its spread, without at the same time proving 
a source of misery to the people. 


III.—Leais.aTive. 


46. The Charu Mihir of the 7th February, in speaking of the attitude 
of the Anglo-Indian community towards the pro- 
posed sedition law, says that it is not enough to 
thank the Anglo-Indians for the liberal views that 
they are at present giving expression to. It should be freely acknowledged 
that their conduct on this occasion will live in the memory of the people of 
India for many centuries to come. : 

It is by virtue of their liberal views that the English won the love and 
respect of the Indians, who, under a thousand adverse circumstances, learnt to 


The Anglo-Indians on the Sedi- 
tion Bill. 


regard them as their friends. The English, too, showed a disposition to raise 


BuRDWAN SaNJIvVAnNI, 
Feb. 8th, 1898, 


the Indians in the scale of nations. But alas! by whose curse have the 
Indians now been deprived of that enviabie position ? pos 
Mr, Chalmers said if the amendment of the sedition law gave rise to dis- 
content, no harm would be done, as under the Homepathic principle of “like 
cures like,” discontent would be cured by discontent. Mr. Chalmers wants to 
have the Bill passed under a cloak of merriment, but his mirth is death to us. 
We could not believe that one who is entrusted with serious business could make 
an exhibition of such frivolity. cs baie : 
47. The Burdwan Sanjwans of the 8th February, in speaking of the Sedi- 
tion Bill as amended by the Select Committee, says 
| that although the Bill has undergone some alter: 
ation, still it will not permit one to speak his mind freely. It has been laid 
down in the Bill that the criticism of Government measures and actions will no 
doubt be permitted, but this should be done in a manner so as not to excite 
contempt or hatred against the Government. This particular portion of the 
Bill reminds one of the story of Shylock in Shakespeare’s Merchant of Ventce. 
Under the contract, Shylock was entitled to a pound of his debtor’s flesh, ‘Ihe 
presiding Judge, in giving him a decree for this pound of flesh, said:—‘‘ Take 
thou the flesh. But if a drop of blood be shed, thy lands and thy goods shall 
to the State be forfeit.”” Similarly, in the draft Bill under discussion, it has been 
laid down that one may criticise the acts and measures of Government, but if 
that criticism excited contempt or hatred against the Government in the mind 
of others, he should be sent to jail. Suppose the Government were to fall into 
an error, which leads or is calculated to lead to much mischief. In payee’. 
this, one must necessarily point out the error of the Government, which woul 
have the effect of lowering the respect of the people for the Government and, 
perhaps, of exciting contempt or hatred against it. ‘Thus, if there really be any 
desire on the part of the Government to grant the privilege of free and just criti- 
cism to the people, this sort of hard-and-fast rule will never do. It would have 
been wise and considerate on Mr. Chalmers’ part had he listened to the sugges: 
tions of Mr. Ananda Charlu and the Maharaja of Darbhanga, or paid heed to the 
recommendations of Anglo-Indian Associations, Mr. Chalmers ought indeed 
to reconsider his decision Peace reigns in the country; there need be no hurry 


about passing the Bill, Nothing but good will accrue froma further and better 
_ consideration of the subject. . 


48, The Sahachar of the 9th February writes as follows — : 
The Select Committee has made only a few 
mportant amendments in the Indian Penal Code 
| _ Amendment Bill, and on the whole, the Bill re- 
mains a8 1 was when it went into its hands, The fear that the propose 


The proposed sedition law. 


The Sedition Bill : 
by the Select Committee : —— a 
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sedition law will interfere with the liberty of public 


h and of the news- 


4 


shape, ngPsepeiy we accepted the proposals made by. Mt. Ananda Char 
done M haraia of Darbhanga. That would have enabled it to achieve its 
and Sai tai ere any public dissatisfaction. The Committee have adopt- 
wae suggestions of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the European and 
Auglo-indian Defence Association only in part, and not, as Mr. Chalmers said, 

ill 


paper press will not, therefore, be sept Se ee ae i bere 


* 


‘n their entirety. If the suggestions of the latter body had been fully ad 


7 geal 


ld have come out of the Committee's hands completel 
fa ite objectionable provisions. ‘I'he provision of the origina 
making it sedition to excite or attempt to excite ill-feeling between different 
sections of Her Majesty’s subjects, has been inserted as a sepatate section 
after section 153 of the Penal Code. ‘This is no material alteration. Govern- 
sent would have done well to make the person who excites such oe 
liable to prosecution by the community against which he offends, instes 
of taking, as it has done, such @ prosecution in its own hands. This would have 
enabled Government to keep clear of any suspicion that it had undue sympathy 
with the community on whose behalf it conducted & prosecution. : 

The amendment made by the Select Committee in the proposed section 505 

‘3 also, not such as to remove the objections which have been raised against it. 
“49. The Méhir-o-Sudhakar of the 11th February says that the report of 
‘the Select Committee on the Indian Penal Oodé 

The proposed law of sedition. = =§Avindment Bill has disappointed the hope that 
the Committee would make all necessary changes in the proposed section 124A. 
The public Associations are to be praised for the calmness with which they have 
discussed the proposed amendnient of the sedition law. Calm discussion tis 
the thing most necessary now. Itis hoped that the leaders of the various 
vommunities should jointly convene a publie meeting in Calcutta to discuss the 
Bill. The editors of all Native and European journals should be invited te 
attend this meeting, and its proceedings should be characterised, not .by noise 
and tumult, but by calm deliberation. The resolutions adopted at the pported » 


together with the substance of the arguments with which they are supported, 
should be forwarded to the Government of India, or a deputation appom 
by the meeting should wait on the Viceroy. One feels confident that Lord 
Eigin, the protector of the teeming millions of India, will not fail to listen te 
any just and reasonable request that may be made to him. 

50. The Hitavadi of the 11th February says :—_ oe e 

No change worth speaking of has been made 
. by the Select Committee in the proposed sedition 
law. An additional definition has indeed been inserted, but we are as much 
in the dark as before. a ne 
_._. The fear that even coughing and snéezin & will amount to sedition and 
criticism will constitute disaffection is not yet gone. All the alarming ‘provi- 
sions of the proposed measure remain intact. Mt. Aranda Charlu’s criticisin 
of the measure is worthy of all praise. He tried hard to insert a definition of 


The proposed sedition law. — 


* disaffection” on the lines proposed by the Anglo-Indian Defetice Assotia- 


tion, but was outvoted. As regards the provision for the prevention of ‘taba 
animosity, every Indian will say with Mr. Charlu :— eee 


‘In my humble judgment, it will only accentuate the evil which it is 
meant to remove.” = 


..__ No criticism of Government meiisures should be counted disaffection, which 
is not accompanied with the suggestion that Government should be apposed Dy. 
fotce or in any other illegal way. : 

We hoped that the Bill, on coming out of the hands of the Selee, 
Committee, would be found to contain ‘nothing objedtionablé. But we ‘are 
diszppointed. The legistaters have made no substantial change, and have paid 


no heed to the reasonable and unanimo teat of the people 
Mr. Chalmers said :— 7d sda adh aa 


__, ‘* The Select Conimittee have bée d to give effeet, almost in theif 
entirety, to the sug been enabled to give eiteet, , 
Commerce,” 


gestions on this Bill mado by the Bengal ‘Chamber of 


have 
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This is nothing but cajoling the Chamber, because, in the first place, on) 
two of its recommendations have been accepted and because, in the next ‘place, : 
even the two recommendations which have been adopted came from the 
Chamber on the 3lst January, two days later, that is, than the last day on 
which the Select Committee was to sit. 3 


How should we think then, that the authorities are not going to pass the 
Bill from a wish to carry their point ? It is hoped that they will yet see their 
way to withdrawing the measure. Its withdrawal: will result in great good to 


the country. 


51. The Law Member, 7 the gs eo the 1 ee rh icine f observed, 

a in his speech introducing the Select Committee's 

scanads Boman en the Bediiion Report “a the Sedition Bill, that the recommend. 

Bill. ations of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce had 

been adopted in their entirety in the Billin its amended form. A perusal of 

the Bill, as amended by the Committee, makes it clear, however, that the Law 

Member’s assurances are totally delusive, and are simply meant to deceive the 
public. 


52. Thesame paper has the following on the proposed amendment of 

the Calcutta Municipal Act :— 

The Government must have collected opinion 

from many sources against the sues system of 

Municipal administration in Calcutta, and has, no doubt, secured beforehand the 

sanction of the Supreme Government and the Secretary of State before it has 
formulated its scheme of amending the Calcutta Municipal Act. 


The proposed measure will, so far as we can judge at present, have the 
effect of investing the Chairman with unlimited powers. This will give rise to 
increased municipal oppression. At present, the Commissioners exercise a 
control over the municipal employés, and try their best to ensure the efficiency 
of the subordinate municipal staff. The proposed measure will deprive the 
Commissioners of this power of control, making the municipal employés answer- 
able to no one else than the Chairman, who with the heavy burden of work 
on his back, cannot be expected to keep a strict watch over the conduct of his 
subordinates Notoriously corrupt as the Municipal employés are, this laxity 
of supervision is sure to increase their corruption and their propensity to 
oppress the rate-payers. 


The proposed measure will further have the effect of depriving the Com- 
missionere of the power of exercising a control over the General Committee, or 
of vetoing theit decisions. The proposed amendment will, in fact, reduce them 


to ornamental figure-heads, good only for show, but shorn of all executive 
powers. 


Under the proposed arrangement, the Chairman will have the power of 
appoiuting men to posts in the municipal service carrying salaries from Rs, 500 
per month and downwards, without consulting the General Committee or the 
(Sommissioners. This is sure to lead to the employment on a large scale of 
Europeans and Eurasians to the exclusion of natives, who are under the existing 
system working more efficiently on a low pay than Europeans and Eurasians 
on a higher pay are expected todo. Under the old system, when the elective 
system had not come into force, municipal money used to be squand 
by the appointment of high-paid, but inefficient Europeans and Eurasians. 

he old state of things will return should the proposed amendment be 
carried into law. Municipal money is, under the proposed measure, likely 10 
be needlessly spent in another way. At present, the Chairman cannot spend 
more than Ks. 200 without the sanction of the Commissioners. But under 
pro sed amendment, he will have the power to spend as much as Rs. 5,000, 
without consulting anybody. Money will be spent like water to secure the 
comfort and convenience of the European residents, while the interests of the 
native rate-payers will be neglected. | 


The authorities seem to have made up their mind to pass the proposed 
measure, and it will be worse than useless to oppose them. It is a pity that 6 


death-blow should be dealt at Local-Self- , ; +. of the 
British Empire in India, elf-Government in the Metropolis 0 


The proposed ameudment of 
the Calcutta Municipal Act. 


a 
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“ng mendments made by the Select Committee in 
53, Commenting on the arent ton Bill, the Sanjicani of the 12th Febru- 
_ ‘The Sedition Bill. ary says that no — ge rp: om pb 
ittee i ‘ble clause which throws the onus of proof, that he really 
vowel iy bay teme on the accused person himself The Maharaja of 
Darbhanga clearly explained in the Select Committee that as any criticism 
of laws or Government measures was sure to excite some degree of hatred or 
contempt in the public mind against the Government, the proposed. measure 
would practically put a stop to all sorts of criticism. This view of the 
Maharaja was not, however, shared by the majority. The writer believes 
that Mr. Ananda Chérlu’s definition of sedition 18 the most reasonable and just. 
It is unjust to call a man seditiously inclined, 80 long as he respects the Govern- 
ment and does not attempt to subvert it. Is it not manifestly unfair to call a 
man seditious who happens to use a few strong expressions in regard to the 
Government, while entertaining the highest respect for it? As the section 
stands at present, it is hardly intelligible, but if the Government had adopted 
the definition proposed by Mr. Ananda Charlu, much of what is now of a 
controversial or intelligible nature in it, would have been removed, and the 
offence-of sedition would have been clearly explained. 
54, The Bangavasi of the 12th February has the following :— 
eager ene Mr. Chalmers’ definition of sedition reminds us 
Deshies ¢ Oe, of Kamdeva Thakur of the Bengali story, who was 
very much fond of citing synonyms of words which he was asked to explain. 


Like Kamdeva Thakur, Mr. Chalmers is showering synonymsof the word | 


sedition. We have never seen a Delhi Jaddu, we get only its synonyms. To 
tell the truth, these synonyms are untranslatable into Bengali; it is even 
difficult to explain them in English. We do not know the meaning of the 
word sedition; but we have vividly impressed upon our memory the misinter- 
pretation of our language in the Bangavasi case, the lamentation for Tilak, 
the ravings of the Pratod and the thundering speech of Mr. Chalmers, strewn 
thick with the synonyms of the word sedition. In our opinion, sedition is an 
impossibility in a conquered Hindu country. No Hindu can enteriain a feeling 
of enmity or hatred towards the Government whom it is his duty to Jook upon 
in the light of a god. Itis beyond Hindu comprehension that it is sedition 
to give vent to one’s grievances against a Government official in strong 
language. The English, it seems, are trying their best to teach us what 
sedition is, at the same time that they are trying to teach us many other 
things. It was so long our impression that a man can never entertain a feeling 
of disaffection, so long as he does not consider himself his ruler’s equal It is 
our conviction that the powerful ruler cannot and is not offended even by the 
flouts and jeers of*those who are as insignificant as the dust of his feet, whose 
duty it is to serve him, and who are in the absolute necessity of seeking 
his protection. A saint is never likely to be offended by the filthy words 
of abuse heaped upon him by a drunkard, A millionaire is not likely to 
seriously take into his consideration the jealousy of a street beggar. It is 
therefore, quite impossible for a pvor helpless Hindu to entertain a feeling of 
hatred towards the powerful Government. ‘To tell the truth, it gives us an 
opportunity fora hearty laugh to be told that we are seditious or disloyal. 
It also gives us cause for a little pardonable pride to think that we are feared 
by our rulers, powerful as the are, that we possess some importance in the 
eye of the Government. The * Peet affair, the plague and the writings of the 


English Press, lead us to think that tho Government has now come to suspect 


- fear us. But the Government is sadly mistaken. Mr. Chalmers is in the 
— We are like an alladé sang, like a doll that is made of very unsubstan- 
po ep or 4 be . pity that Mr. Chalmers does not know this. oo seems 
mMucd in the ° ane 
of thea weak eae. ark about our real worth as we are about his explanation 
5d. The same paper writes as follows :-— | 
_ Itis true that the Government must do what it 
is hent upon doing, but the agitation against the 


pare ation against the Sedition 
Sedition Bill has te one good, It has united 


the N 


is ts ag and European communities. The non-official European community 


§ common cause with us, and has thereby added importance to our 


SansIvant, 
Feb, 12th, 1898, 


BaNGAaVAs!, 
Feb. 12th 1898, 


BaNnGa Vast. 
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agitation, It is because of this reason that the Government is earéfully. con. 

eritig our objections to thé proposed measure. nae 

 “Thig union between thé native and European communities has done 

another good. It has, no doubt, made the European community: see tha} 
éven a strong dose of English education has not destroyed our humility and 
obedience. it is Englishmen who have taught us political agitation, and it will 
be @ matter for congratulation if leading non-official Englishmen in this cdud. 
try take the lead in our political agitation und keep us always on tlie btraight 

ath. 2s 

' The plague has united the Hindus and the Musalmans, and the proposed 
sedition law has united the native and European communities. Out of yi) 
indeed cumeth good, and adversity 1s the forerunner of prosperity: 

ro Te 56, The Dacca Prakash of the 13th February has the following :— 


Feb. 13th, 1808. ee 7 The sole object of the criminal law is to main: 
The Criminal Pivcotate Se ues peace and tranquillity in the country. To take 
an instance, there can be no other object in punishing a thief than to prevent 
him from annoying the public by keeping them in constant fear of theit pro: 
perty being stolen. This being the case, the best procedure for the trial of & 
thief or any other disturber of the public peace 18 to tuke the opinion of the 
local public as regards the character of the accused, before any punishment is 
fneted out to him. The accused’s neighbours are better acquainted with his 
&ntecedents than the Magistrate, who may bé, and often is, misled by the false 
evidence of designing men, who, as a matter of fact, are oftener than not guilty 
of the crime with which the actused is charged. dg it is, the inndcdnt are more 
often punished than the guilty, while the guilty often sicdeed in shifting theit 
own crime on to the shoulders of the ittiocent. All this shows that the existitiy 
system of trying accused persons i8 open to objection, atid justi¢e will be better 
administered if our suggestions are Carried ott. To catry but these suggestions, 
& section somewhat to the following effect should be introduced into the 


+ 


Criminal Procedure Code :— 


‘Tf when a person is convicted of an offence (not being one of the offences 
mentioned below) five persons residing in the locality, where the offence was 
committed, submit an application to the effect that the accused is innocent of 
the offence of which he a been convicted, the Court sha'l cause the following 
proclamation to be made before at least one hundred families of the locality in 
which the offence was committed. oa Le 

_ Whereas such and such a person has been convicted of such ahd such an 
offence committed in such apd such a place, ard wheréas an application has 
been submitted to this Court declaring him innocent of the offence of which he 
has been convicted, it is hereby proclaimed that the ldcal public shall. either per: 
sonally or through a pleader «acquaint this Court, by such and such a date, with 
their opinion as regards the guilt or innocence of the accused. The accused 


Will be released if he is declared innocent by a majority of persons preset in 
Court on that date.” } 


On the appointed date; the Court shall take the votes of the persors 
present: The unanimous Vote of a family shall be counted as one vote. But 
if there is a difference of opinion in the family, the vote of each member shall 
be counted as a sepdrate vote. The votes of women alro should be counted. 
If the majority of votes declare the accused innocent, he shall be released. 
Tliese buggestiolis, if chiried into effect, will be more effective and better 
caléulated to secure the dispetisation of ae egies justice tlian the existing 
procedure of releasing an actused person on his piving seciitity. | é 
a There are, however, offerices in which it Will nét do to abt tipon the 
bpitiiori of the local public. These are offences agaitist the State oy iy #8 
Called, such as the creation Of disaffection, couhterfeiting Qtiedii’s Cott, aad 
evading the payment of an excise or any other duty. In stich cases, the Court 
shall not act upon the opinion of the local public. In cases also in which, 
Swing to a quarrel between a debtor and a creditor or between a raiyat and 4 
zainindar, an offence has been committed by a gang of men, the Court shall 
riot be bound to act | upon the 


ve bound e Opinion of the local public, but shall make 8 
Pharged and local ingmry into the offence with Which the accuséd may bé 


(-e') ee 
‘ons made above, if carried into effect, will not increase the 
bl : = oo The proclamation, or the local inquiry above referred to, : 
Fil pl wa much, whereas the Court may require the petitions to be made in 
psf of an accused person to be stampe with an eight-anna Court-fee stamp. 


t of these suggestions will, moreover, prevent innocent persons - 
Jae gt beng ow ‘to jail, and thereby make # considerable saving in jail 


expenditure. 
V.— PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


orrespondent of the Samay of the llth February writes that Sanay, 
ae though the people of Satkhi a”: the Khulna Feb. 11th, 1898. 
district, have not yet tided over their difficulty, the © , 
Subdivisional Officer has proposed that the loans advanced to the agricul- 
turists last year should be realised with interest thereon at once, and not in two 
years as usual. Aceording to the Deputy Magistrate, the | Satkhira people are 
in a very good condition this year, and are in @ position to pay off the whole 
of their liability. This has put the poor raiyats into great difficulty, 


Distress in Satkhira. 


VI,—MIscELLANEOUS, 
68. The Bankura PDargan of the 8th February has the following:— _ Bawrvna Daarax, 
. ap ane Various circumstances—specially the current Feb. 6th, 1898. 
The native press in Canger- ~~ of present politicx—have depressed and disheart- 


ened most of those connected with journalism in this country. To the 
Indian, in his present distressful circumstances, and with his heart as desolate 
as a desert, royal pleasure and royal favour are the only solace; his only 
satisfaction is to obey the Government and carry out its behests. His sole object 
in life is to assist the gooil and benevolent British Government in the adminis- 
tration of the country, to sing the praise and glory of Empress Victoria, and 
cultivate a feeling of loyalty in the hearts of his countrymen. | 

Love and reverence for the ruler is the first and foremost principle of the 
Indian’s life. He has from time immemorial been guided by this principle, and 
will never forsake it. In the midst of the prevailing loyalty of the Indian 
people, a few solitary disturbances of the public peace and the angry looks of 
the authorities have naturally thrown the publicinto a panic, There have of 
late arisen difficulties in the way of conducting a native paper, owing to 
the assumption of a hostile attitude by the Government towards the native 
press. : : 
__ In respect of the liberty of the press, we are mjoying a privilege which 
is not enjoyed by the people of many free countries. ‘The conferring of this 
rare and valuable privilege is also a striking proof of the benevolence and glo 
of the British Government. The Government ought to consider whether it will 
way discreditable to itself to deprive the press of a privilege so long enjoyed 

y it. a 

The proposed sedition law has shaken the heart of: the Indian public, 
and in this respect it has proved a greater calamity than the earthquake — 
which shook only a few places in India. Should the law be passed, we ma 
be snot to jail for making such remarks as those which we have made in this 

icle. 
09. Referring to Sir Alexander Mackenzie's visit to Berhampur, the Mur- — aonsmmanap 


shidabad Hitaishi of the 9th February observes eA, 


Sir Alexander Mackenzie's visit Feb. 9th, 1898, 


to Berhampur. that the whole of the time His Honour was present 

, in the civil courts he spoke with everybody as if 

© were not the ruler of the province, but the same District Magistrate that he 

was 80 many years ago. His kind treatinent of his old peshkar was just what 

everybody in this district expected from Sir Alexander. : | 
60. The Sahachar of the 9th February says that the showers of rain SaMAcuas, 

The recent rainfall. which have fallen in a good many Pose in the Feb. th, 1006, 

ie latter part of the Bengali month Magh, will do 

mense good to the wheat and harley crops, and will also improve the agri- 

cultural prospects of the next year as the Bengali adage hasit:— ‘ say qtertz 


TS ort ate cq atcaa cote 1”——Praised be that righteous country of the 


i re = — =. 


Feb. 11th, 1898. 


i a 
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ion in which there is rainfall towards the close of the month of ¥, 
At the; people of India fully believe that the seasonable sho wers of the ee 
ear are due to the righteousness of a Sovereign like Empress Victoria anda 
Viewor like Lord Elgin. Similar good showers fell during Lord Ripon’s 
Viceroyalty. May Lord Elgin live long and devote himself to doing good to 
his subjects! ee 
61. The Samay of the 11th February has the following with reference to 
/ the Speech from the Throne on the occasion of the 
, ee opening of Parliament :— 
Parliament was opened on the 8th February last after a long recess. Ag 
usual, the Queen’s Speech was read. The Queen, politically speaking, is like a 
Hindu idol in whose name the sebait manages the endowed property and enjoys 
the fat of the soil. The Queen is, to all intents gnd purposes, as helpless and 
powerless as a Hindu idol. The Ministry do, in her name, everything in their 
own way. The so-called Queen’s Speech was the composition of the Ministry, 
and it was expected that it would be an out-and-out defence of their policy and a 
aise of their doings. .The Indian frontier war means to the impartial public the 
urning of the villages of the frontier tribes, the destruction of their crops and 
the capture of their cattle. It means the'killing of hundreds of billmen who 
aro fighting for their liberty. Hven impartial and kind-hearted Englishmen 
have condemned tis policy of frontier warfare, but the Ministry, in the Speech 
from the Throne, referred to it in a spirit of exultation and with a sense of 
glory. They have concealed their own faults in the matter, and have supported 
their line of policy by laying the whole blame at the door of the frontier tribes. 
There has been, so runs the Queen’s Speech, a recrudescence of fanaticism on 
the North-Western frontier. ‘The frontier tribes have broken their pledges 
with the British Government and attacked British posts on the frontier. An 
expedition has consequently been despatched against them; all but the Afridis 
have yielded, and the British troops have given proofs of unparallelled bravery 
and heroism. The Queen’s Speech is, however, silent.upon many points, It 
does not refer to the attempts of the British Government to interfere with the 
independence of the froutier tribes, and does not say where the British posts, 
attacked by the tribes, were situated. The Ministry, of course, are not likely to 
admit their own mistakes, but it is sure that they are, in the heart of their hearts, 
conscious of the untenability of their policy. 


62. The Hitavadi of the 11th February publishes a cartoon in which a 
~newspaper editor is represented as being pulled 
-. onone side with ropes put round arm and leg by 
figures named Sedition and the Post Office Bill, and onthe other side by 
ogures named Defamation and Recognisance for badmashi : while the poor 
editor's better-half is shown in the act of pulling him by his chadar put round 
his neck. The letter-press is as follows :— 


/ 


A Cartoon. 


Intropuction. 


__ Wait but for a few days more and you will see how the editor will be 
killed by the pulling of five beings. The dék Babu will alter at his caprice 
the editor’s movements. Who shall say upon whom will one’s life and death 
depend and what will constitute an offence? What will constitute defamation, 
highwuy robbery and sedition, respectively? What sort of writing, again, 
will offend the officials and make them call for recognisance? How long will 

life last in the midst of the darkness caused by such enigmas? There is the 
total darkness of uncertainty. When will the full moon rise ? 


The first puller, Defamation.—This bearded fellow is the veritable mes 
senger of good name and reputation. Everything about him is strange. He 
carries the day by means of biting and scratching and, by wielding his cudgel, 
makes his enemies take to their heels. This fellow will to-day retrieve lost 


reputation, and dead reputation will revive. All anguished souls will be soothed, 
and the mutilated ear will be all right again. 


The second puller, Post O fice.—Self-possession and power of movement are 
“ 2 is you who carry the fatal dart. Thanks to the Government measure! 
7 tor holds the pen in his hand, and is yet unable to write a line. 
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The third puller, Recognisance required.—You must choose between. recogni- 


. ; ditin ! By one stroke you are classed with thieves, , 
writing y Probs hy =~ ag . 5 Fi (The editor's wife, 5 saepie pied. does he 
look at you? Why does he threaten, saying ** make haste and come to jail,” 
Why Pt he look at you? He has put a rope round your arm. Let alone 


writing, I beseech you. See if you can save yourself by prostrating yourself: 


at his feet. Why does he look at you? 
The pulling by the editor's wife.—The editor’s beloved pulls him by his chadar 


nt round his neck and says “leave off writing your rubbish and nonsense. Let. 


to the dogs and bid adieu to your pen! What recompense this 
Ye cade serahiin' sare nothing to do with editing! What a cursed business ! 
What asad fate! Alas! there is rope round both egs and arms. You bother 
yourself about coolie labour in Assam and with rupture of the spleen, famine 
and plague in places far off from you, and you have now had a lesson. You 
have now got into a terrible scrape. Who 1s now to deliver you? Take @ 
lease of jail if you choose, Baited with such sarcastic words and pained by 
such vigorous pulls, the heroic editor is utterly comfounded. 


63. The same paper writes:—It need hardly be said that the Indian 
people will be extremely delighted at the expression 
of sympathy by the Queen for the distress of 
Indians in her opening speech. Their sorrow knows no bounds when, as is 
frequently the caso, there is no reference to their sufferings in the Queen's 
Speech. ‘: Her Majesty’s words are certainly reassuring. The Queen has. 
indicated that her army will be increased. An increase of the army will be 
a thing to be glad of, but there should be no increase of taxation at the same 
time. 


64. While expressing its nor f with Sir George White for the accident: 
a. he has lately met with in a paper-chase, the same 
oe Comm paper remarks that it is disgraceful that the Com- 
mander-in-Chief should break his leg in a paper-chase while there isan expensive 
war on the frontier. iis oe ; 


The Queen’s Speech. 


Urtya Papers. | 
65. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 22nd December is sorry to find 
that the abolition of the Kamarda out-post has led 
to an increase of theft and other crimes, and that 
the police has so far been baffled in their investigation into such crimes. 
There is also great delay in the disposal. of dead bodies in cases of snakebite 
and other accidents, as the Baliapal thana, to which such accidents are reported 
takes too much time to dispose of such reports, the consequence being that 


the Hindu residents are put to indescribable inconvenience, and their religious 
ceremonies are unnecessarily interfered with. 


66. The Utkaldipika of the 25th December is sorry to observe that the 

! work of collecting bullock-carts for the conveyance 

- : ae ewes of luggage of ry ge se Infantry Regiment, No. 13, 
which passed through Cuttack to Rajpur, was entrusted to incompetent .hands, 
who terrified the cartmen in such a way that there was a general strike among 


them, and the cart-using public, including the tradesmen, were put to great 
inconvenience for several days. ie 


67. The same paper is sorry to note loss of human life caused by a man- 
Wild beasts in Dhenkanal, eating tiger in village Mahupal in Subdivision 


id ; Baisinga, in killa Dhenkanal. Wild boars are 
said to have committed similar mischief in that killa. 


68. Tbe Uriya and Navasimvad of the 29th December hopes ys 
Si 1 | ., §ince Sir Alexander Mackenzie, K.C.8.I. as 
share Pn peer Mackonzie’s . resumed charge of the duties of Government, 
God His Honour will be enabled, by the blessing of 
a to devote the remaining period of the tenure of his office to such 


apg will secure the happiness and contentment of the people entrusted to 


Abolition of a police out-post. 


HiTavaD. 
Feb. llth, 1898. 


Hi?avadl. 


Unira aXD 
NAVASASMVAD, 


Deo, 22nd, 1897, 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
Dec, 25th, 1897.. 


UTKALDIFPIK«. 


Urntra aXNpD 
NavasaMvVsD, 


Dec, 29th, 1897, 


SaMBALPUR 


HrratsHint, 
Dec. 20th 1897. 


Feb. 9th, 1898. 
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69, The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 20th December is oe , 
hap . -@attle are dying in numbers ‘inthe. Baan that 
patie. es tras of  Oldhar Parganas of the Puri district, and that the 

tric attention of the district authorities should be 
directed tothesame. - a 

70. The Samvadvahtka of the 30th December is glad to announce that 

A donation for the establish oebus Radha Charan Das and Radha Gobinda 

ment oi a diapers at Baliapal. Das of Balasore have determined to place in the 

_. hands of Government, property, having an annual 

income of Rs. 3,601, with the object of establishing a dispensary at Baliapal in 

the north of the Balasore district, for the benefit of the people of that place, and 
states that the project is commendable in every way. 


Assam PAPERS, 


71. The Silchar of the 9th February has heard it rumoured that, on the 
ape idicih oh teks assessment of land-revenue in Cachar, rents 
revenue inCechar. SCS~S*é(Widéd'sdb@: increased 60 per cent. There will be no 
harm in increasing even by that amount the rent 

of lands which are good, but in the case of lands which are bad, it will be 
unreasonable to maintain even the existing rents. It is hoped that Mr. Cotton 
will carefully consider the whole question. A comparison between the condition 
of the raiyats of permanently-settled estates and the condition of raiyats on 
estates not so settled, will show that the latter are much worse off than the 


former. Mr. Cotton is known to be in favour of long-term settlements, and it 


must be for the good of Assam that Providence has sent him to this Province, 
72, The same paper complains of the poor progress of education gener. - 
ally, and of pathsala education in particular, in the 
Cachar district. There is no need of wasiing 
money on the education of girls in a place where the boys are not psy 
educated. In fact, the money which is now spent in maintaining girls’ path- 
salas and in training a few pay every year at the Hailakandi School, for 
employment in pathsalas, should be devoted to maintaining a properly trained 
pandit, on a salary of Rs. 15 a month, for each group of three pathsalas. Path- 
salas may be divided into three classes, the lowest class being left as they are, 
and the above arrangement made — only to the first two classes. An 
arrangement like this will improve the education imparted in the pathsalas, and 
will also afford an opportunity to the Gurus to improve their knowledge. _ 
73. The same paper is enthusiastic in its praise of Mr. Cotton for his sym- 
ene ae pathy with the poor. A man having lately been 
ca s symparhy wi) picked up dead in a street in Cachar, and medical 
examination having proved his death to have been 
due to starvation, the Chief Commissioner has directed the police to bring to 
the poor-house in Cachar any one whom it may find in a destitute condition. 
The cost of maintaining such men will be paid from the cooly fund. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
| Offg. Bengals Translator, 


Ths sducatcia in Cacher. 
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